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about a precipice? If some people cannot see a precipice
without wishing to throw themselves down, it is not the
precipice that- is to blame, but their bad circulation, and it
is wise that such people should avoid precipices. Similarly,
if some men cannot see a woman without devilish thoughts
in their minds, is woman to blame for it? Wickedness is a
thing that pertains to the heart. If a man could only be
sure that he has no trishw for that which is specific in
woman's organisation, he might mix with her as freely as he
might like, whether he be an upglsaka or a bhikshu. Did
not the Blessed One, when after his Enlightenment he
visited Suddhodhana^ palace, repair to the apartments of
Yasodhara, the mother of Rahula, to greet her, when she
refused to come out ? On that occasion the Blessed One
said to Sariputra and Maudgaly9,yana, who accompanied
him to the princesses chambel : <( I am free; the princess,
however, is not as yet free. Not having seen me for a long
time, she is exceedingly sorrowful. Unless her grief be
allowed its course, her heart will cleave. Should she touch
the Tath&gata, the Holy One, you must not prevent her.5'
The Buddha has not damned woman, because she is often
a temptation to man to do evil, but he has only warned
weakminded men against the dangers of her unconscious
influence.

Theoretically man and woman are placed by the Buddha
on the same footing of equality. But in practice the latter
stands much lower. Her peculiar organization places more
hindrances in the way of her attaining the goal. Before one
-can attain the Great Peace one must have purified oneself
from all lust of the flesh by a severe struggle. Only a few
men enter on this struggle, but most men seem capable of
entering on the path. But most women are found in expe-
rience to be too scant in wisdom, too deeply immersed in
vanity, and too frail for that renunciation and mastery of the
passions which are demanded of those who aspire to reach
the supreme heights of Nirvana. This is why the Buddhists
often say that most women must be born as men, before
they can enter on the Noble Path that leads to the Great
Deliveiance. But the Dharma itself holds both men and
women as equally fitted for the task. If women can only